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	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use subject knowledge to design activities that promote interest, participation, and learning for all students?

The bell has rung and Ashlie already has today’s materials (pipe cleaners in Ziploc bags) organized and available at students’ desks. 

Ashlie is very clear in giving directions – take out one pipe cleaner of each color – and paces her directions well. She also has a great command of the topics of mitosis and meiosis and led the students through a review of each.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of and make use of materials, resources, technology, and equipment?

I really like how you had them narrate the simulation with you. Super job, Ashlie!

They really seemed to get a lot out of that. 

Also, I think you did a very nice job mixing up lecture time with small group activity comprehension time. That was simple and effective, with little momentum lost in transition time. All materials were ready and available at their desks. You rock! 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher prepare subject specific activities to assess learning of all students?
You are great at asking questions of students during the lecture. This might slow it down a bit at first, but next time consider calling on students who do not volunteer. This will help students know that you expect them to follow CANES rules (
I really love how you let students build off each other’s answers. These are tough concepts for them to understand, and you allowing them to build knowledge together helps them in the long run.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of individual student needs and make modifications to the instructional plan?
Ashlie, you did a great job walking around to student groups and checking for understanding throughout the entire activity. You visited multiple groups and did not linger too long. Nice job making yourself available to all your students!

The transition to PPT from the videos was seamless. Very nice, Ashlie! Also, you asked students if they could see the writing you put on the board. That was very considerate. It’s a very small thing to do, but it builds their trust in you as their teacher. 

Also, I think you did a wonderful job of being flexible and moving students on to their upcoming activity once today’s lesson was completed. That’s sometimes the reality of the classroom and you handled it very well. You moved them forward to looking at tomorrow’s activity and had them read tomorrow’s activity. Once again, make them do the work for you. You asked them to read the directions, now ask them to tell you what they read about the directions. If you want to tell them something, tell them the purpose of the lab. They can tell you the steps. 



	Comments for Debriefing:

Nice debrief after the small activity, but you are still doing most of the work explaining the content for them. Make them work for you. Let them drive the explanation; you just ask the questions and add clarification when necessary. You could decrease student resistance to participation by asking them to read off their answers for the handout (when you make one). For example, when a student says he does not feel comfortable explaining a process because his biology knowledge is weak, you can tell him to use his answer for question X. That answer just gave him access to the material (and you access to him as a learner). Once you have him participating, build from there with probing questions and redirect if he cannot answer, just like I’ve already seen you do very successfully. 

The lesson is over, yet there’s still 8 minutes left of the class period. As you become more comfortable with planning and teaching, consider adding the suggestions above (handout to assist activity; periodically stopping for questions during lecture) to further enhance your already great lesson
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

Can you take a few minutes in between videos (chromosome coiling, mitosis; DNA replication) to ask some comprehension questions and get their feedback?

For example, your students had some questions about the first video while the second was already playing. You could also ask them questions like,

· Do you think this is occurring in “real time”, or is this slower/faster than you’d predict?

· How often do you think cells do this? 

· Do all cells go through this process with the same frequency?

· At what points would it be good to do a “cell check” for errors?

Also, when you wrote the nucleotides for the new strand and paired them with the original strand nucleotides, have all students complete the complementary strand nucleotides on their PPT handouts. It might take a little longer, but it’s another way to get all students involved and you can walk around quickly to see how well your kids understand the material. 




