Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Ashlie Kinnaman

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Subject Matter Knowledge

	Date of the Observation:
	April 18, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	2nd Period Pre-AICE Bio

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the subject?

Prior to today’s quiz, Ashlie guides students through a Q&A review session on cardiac anatomy & physiology (as well as going into circulatory system), describing in detail various concepts as students answer convergent questions. 
She also cues students into what content to understand – “how blood circulates throughout the heart”
Ashlie also uses examples from her own life to explain topics (tar-coated lungs and her step father’s hacking cough; her grandmother’s embolism)

Ashlie is very confident when she guides students through the content and is able to pull from a variety of experiences to connect the content. 



	How does the Apprentice Teacher connect the content with previously learned topics, future topics, and other subjects?

She connects plaque development in arteries to the need for cells to utilize oxygen for cellular respiration.
She uses the video to have students make connections between heart disease to environmental factors such as smoking, stress, lack of exercise, etc.
She has students connect their actions to increased/decreased risks of heart disease.
Students have learned about what is necessary for a good lifestyle, so she knew that they could tell her about poly- and mono-unsaturated fats. 

At the beginning of class, Ashlie’s review helped gear students up for moving to arteries and veins and platelets (blood components).

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical and historical development of the subject?

N/A


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of state and national standards and use this knowledge to enhance student achievement?

Ashlie’s lesson addresses the standard, SC.912.L.14.36, Describe the factors affecting blood flow through the cardiovascular system.


	Comments for Debriefing:

Here are some questions left unanswered based on today’s lecture (I was just curious):
What features of cholesterol cause it to stick to the arteries? 
How do tears in the artery develop (that then lead to plaque build up)? 
Why are trans fats worse than saturated fats, especially when saturated fats “contribute the most to heart disease”?
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

Great job, Ashlie! 




