Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Ashlie Kinnaman

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Classroom Environment

	Date of the Observation:
	 February 12, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	1st period Pre-AICE Bio; Ms. Lewis

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher manage student behavior and create rapport with and among students in an environment of respect?

Ashlie began class right on time. At the start of class, Ashlie asked students for their attention and told them what materials were on their desk. She was already set up with orange and blue Post Its that indicated what team the students were on.

Ashlie consistently called students by their name (  

Ashlie has very engaging activities planned during the day. She starts the class off right on time with a Jeopardy-based review (although I am not completely sure of the points system – did they “win” anything?). Then, she has students working in groups to complete a DNA model with licorice and toothpicks. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher effectively and safely use physical space to enhance learning for all students (For Science Apprentice Teachers specifically address lab safety)?

Ashlie had all materials for the lab and Jeopardy activity (Post Its) out and ready for use at the right time. During the DNA lab activity, Ashlie walked around and helped students out with materials and clarification. She had all materials (licorice, jelly beans, and toothpicks) already separated into baggies for each group. Great advanced prep, and the results were pretty noticeable. Instead of searching for materials, all students were ready to work as soon as they got their bags. 



	How does the Apprentice Teacher manage classroom procedures to maximize time for instruction?

Ashlie kept the class running smoothly. Taking time to go through the directions and lab expectations ahead of time would make the activity even more engaging and meaningful. For example, some student pairs didn’t even know there was a backside to the handout.  
A few students are still talking when you describe the lab activity for the day. To help them stay focused, consider having them read through the directions with you. As silly as it sounds, I would also ask them comprehension questions along the way. For example, you can say, “So, what is the first step you and your partner will complete?” or something like that. If they roll their eyes, just tell them that you want them to be successful, and the first step to success is understanding what is expected of them during the lab. 



	How does the Apprentice Teacher establish classroom standards that foster a culture of learning for all students?

Ashlie uses partners and teams to foster a collectivist learning approach versus students competing against one another. 
I like that she used the Jeopardy format to review. It made the review process much more interactive than if she had used a traditional Q&A method.



	Comments for Debriefing:

Ashlie, you are well prepared to teach and know your material very well. You have taken the time to
 really like this activity! It’s even better to see it “in action” than just reading the lesson. 
One thing in particular that I would like you to work on is over planning. I completely understand that lesson activities might take less time than you originally planned, but this is why over planning really helps. The students had over 5 minutes left of the period remaining by the time they were finished. Please try not to let that happen again; it disadvantages the students who are really there to learn from a great teacher like you. 
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

Well after class had started, a few students were still up and walking. In this case, take a minute to “anonymously” correct the behavior. For example, you could say something like, “We have an exciting day today filled with …(and whatever is planned – I don’t see an agenda). I need everyone to be in their seats, looking up at me, and ready to work.”

Then, go over the agenda for the day.

“You can talk to each other; have your notes out in front of you.”

· Next time, take a minute before the Jeopardy review to tell them this. They did not know they could use their notes, and once you said it, they all got them out.

One thing you can think of next time you do a similar activity is to place Reflection and Comprehension questions throughout, so students can reflect on what they are doing and what the model stands for during the lab. Then, you can have an extended question at the end of the lab that asks them to tie information from the previous questions together. This will help them make more sense of the model and what it simulates, as well as practice interpreting data. 

· Groups/partners is a nice time to do this, because students can build from each other or share tasks

· Do not ask too many questions throughout because it can overwhelm and distract them from the task. 1 or 2 “checkpoint” questions are nice. Then, you can have your extended response question at the end.




